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By the 
way, that 
key... 


to be the keg 
Pop this place. 
Mow'd you get 
ahold oP ib? 
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JHjfEfl||§H' Yes. Every 
night after you 
/ go to sleep, I 

I investigate any 
Mentioned Materials I can 
that Pind related 

bePore yk fc0M ° un 

cei-ore. 5eal5 


THAT DAY, 

I SNUCK INTO 
THE SCHOOL 
LATE AT NIGHT, 
AS ALWAYS. 


around 

the 

beginning 
oP this 
week, 

I think. , 


H-U.H-? 
HOUO ON. 
SNEAKING 
INTO 
SCHOOL? 
AS AL- 
^LVVAyS? 


/ guess 
she did say 
that she's 
looking into 
it in her 
own way... 



SOI 
WENT 
IN TO 
TURN 
THEM 
OFF. 


involved soMehow. 
Now that our house 
has been blown 
away, the only 
place she could 
hide soMething 
is at school. 


Or sol 


assuMed... 


But honestly 


the results oP 


My investiga 


tions have 


been poor 


But 

why the 


SCIENCE LAB 
BUT DIDN’T 
SEE ANYONE 
INSIDE, 































































JUST 
THEN, THE 
STRANGEST 
THING 
HAPPENED. 




THE WORLD 
IN FRONT 
OF ME 
CHANGED 
COMPLETELY 


///TI71l//fllT~ 


AND 

THAT MAn\ 
APPEARED\ 


/ I know 
you probably 
don't want 
bo talk to Mb 
very much, bub 
please bear 
wibhMePora 
\ MOMent. / 


No reason 
bo stand 
and balk. 
Nave a 
seat. 
































































IT WAS 
LIKE WE 
WERE IN 
A CAFE. 


Y White it \ 
was only ' 
temporary, hie 
contract with 
the town caused 
you to develop a 
slight connection 
to this place / 
as well. / 


' But what's 
important is 
the Pact that 
you're now 
\ connected. , 


I'M 

returning 
this to 
you. 


I've 

PulPtlled 

My 

proMise. 


I'd planned to 
waitPorhiM 
to call on Me, 
Put that's be- 
coMe diPPicult, 
k you see. 


The rest is 
up to you two. 
I wish you 
good luck. 
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lliti 


4jL 



IP 
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A MOMENT 
LA TER, I WAS 
ALREADY 
BACK IN THE 
SCIENCE LAB. 


REMEMBERED 
SEEING THE 
KEY HE 
GAVE ME 
SOMEWHERE 
IN MY HOME 
BEFORE. 



let's took 
around 
50M6 
other 
k areas, j 


i He's IC 
always been • 
a shady Man... 

I think it's best 
to be suspicious 
o P anything 
L he says, j 


But... 

I don't cane 
whether it is 
or not. Just 
as long as 
we can Make 
progress. 


II 

































































.Whoa 


library! 
Look at 
all these 
books! / 































































































































Where 
are we 
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■ C.TPP Kl'JZeVm 


step , gtepl 


"Oust 

reMeM- 

bered' 


But you 
said you 
never went 
near this 
place when 
you lived 
here. 


There's a 
place I just 
reMeMbered 
Let's go 
there. 


Poring 

Middle 

school, 

yes... 


It's only 
a vague 
sense, 
but... 


/ bePore \ 
Middle 
school...in 
other words, 
bePore I lost 
My MeMory, 


I want to 
say that I 
spent a little 
tiMe here. 
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r Umm, -1 

50 this magic 
is a residual 
fragment of my 
consciousness 
that 1 left 
V here... ..dff 


I hope my 
older sister 
doesn’tfind 
it and dispel 
it, but... 


before you 
see it. 


Anyway, 
this is o gift 


20 
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So you ' 
understand 
the 

situation 


I'm going to 
erase your 
MeMory. 


about 

hiM? 


f ib's^m 
already 1 
been done. 
You need to 
shoulder hia 
PatePor j 
L hiM...A 


flight now , 
My only 
choice is 
to obey... 










But I'll 
prove it to 
you one 
day... 


He'6 not 
weak, 
aPter an. 


That 

thie way 
oP doing 
t hinge... 
ie wrong. 


He rieked 
hie liPe to 
eave foe. 


A 




1 



1 

i 

ffi 

|k; 


■ 


^/i 

P 

ZoMebhing < 
that nob a 
eingle one oP 
ijou adulbe 


yjff 


could doj 


y 

< 








Right now, 
you two 
are weak. 


I'll return 
this to 
you. 


! But so^e day, \ 
when you decide 
that you need 
to pursue it, 

\ toPight... A 


f I'll wait 1 
as long as 
it takes Por 
that day 
\to cotoe... 
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It wasn't 
Por very 
long, but... 
here...we'd 
always... 
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I think 
this ie the 
Pireb tiMe 
we've Met. 


My na/ve 
ie Ponoka 
TakaMiya. 


I've 

heard 

about 

you. 


That 

you were 
aeieep 
Por a long 
tiMe. 


They 
eaid you 
were eich 
Por a 
while. 









Umm... 



I heard 
that you 
alwaye ebay 
cooped up 
inhere. 


Thab'enob 
good For 
your 






























Then I'll 
ebay here, 
boo. 


POOF 


Your Maid 
actually gave 
Me a lunch 
box bo bring 
here. 


There'6 
one Por 
you, boo. 





















r Yeah... 1 
you don't 
have bo be 
socau - 
l bious. j 


I'm here 
because 1 
Followed My 
Master...er, 
teacher, i 


I'M 

helping her 
with her 
work. 


I'm no 
one bo be 
suspicious 
op. 


Only on - 
days that 
we don't 
have school, 
I oP course. 


Bub 

I kind oP 
messed 
up this 
biMe... 


9 Sol 1 
have to 
wait until 
it's an 
i over. J 












Bub it 
seefAS tike 
you're all 
better. 


you've never 
lePb this 
building bePore 
because op 
your illness, 
right7 


YOU fAUSt 

be able to do 
whatever you 
want now. 


Isn't there 
something 
you want 
to do? 


\ MUM&L6 

k \ its*. 















know 




! JW 













Cofoe 

with 

we! 
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You can get 
bo the attic 
ProM here. 






|§p| 


fiPiiii! 
































































I actually 
did aoMe 
exploring 
around 
bhia place 


Can you 
lie down on 
top oP that 
Mark over 
there? 


and aet 
up a little 
Magic 
trick. 


Met you. 


fi psispKam 

mmmottm 

f doinoit 'o f daj 


STARE 


fi&weatWik 


There's 


aoMething 
you want 
bo know, 
right? 


















believe, 
in Me. 


then 
take a 
deep 
breath, 
and... 


































: ; 
















BeautiPul, 
isn't it? 


I caMe here 
bePore with 
My teacher. 
I really like 
this place. 


A lot oP 
things you 
see right 
now... 


You Might 
be conPused 
about Many 
things, i 


May seeM 
dark and 
cloudy. 


which 
Makes 
you Peel 
uneasy. 


But 

that's just 
teMporary. 


It'll 

cleanup 

eofAe 

day. 





We're 
alMosb /)i 
Middle 
school. 


FroM row or, 
you're rob 
goirg bo be 
a lore. You'll be 
wibh a lob 
oP people. 


JP You're 
goirg bo sbudy] 
wibh bheM, 
play wibh bheM, 
V ardMake \ 
I Prierde wibh 1 
bheM. M 


we'll discover ’1 ■ 
a lob there 
that we don't \ 
understand ' 
right now. 


You're 

goirg bo geb 
back whab 
you tosb. 








You've 
started 
on a new 
path. 
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That's... 
the two 
o Pus, 
right? 


We look 
pretty 
young, 
though.. 


w onder 
when it'$ 
ProM. . 




















I didn't think 
I had any 
connection to 
your PaMily 
hoMe in the 
past, though. 


Pirst 

Met in this 
building, 

I think. 



Oh, 
you're 
The right. 
ChairwoMan 
is part oP the 
kagari PaMily, 
so... I guess it's 
totally possible 
she brought Me 
here bePore. 


ReMeMber 
what your 
You once Mother 
did soMething said? 
like the Boy 
Scouts with 
My Mother. 



But 

we 

don't 

know 

why. 


Where did 
you go with 
My Mother, 
and what 
were you 
dolY\ g there? 


Could 
that be 
iMportant 




























<s> 





























■f I actually did 

■PP soMe exploring 
* around this 

place be Pore 

and set I Met you... k 

up a little I 

Magic jj\ 

trick. j tmtimBim 


We got 
a clue. 
There's no 
point in 
lingering. 


kagari, you've 
been Preezing 
up a lot since 
we got here. 

Are you 


okay? 


yeah. 
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Furry-ear, Captured 






Hum-de- 
dumm... 
Honokaaa! 
I went and 
made 
macarons! 


Let's 
eat them 
together! 


TakaMiya, 


0-0f 

course 


A?*- 

|fW e 


gave birth 
to a child. 
Just by look' 
ing at her, 
she's clearly 
yours. 


I guess it \ 
Must have 1 
happened on 
that over- 
night trip.. v 


! Will \ 
you take 
responsibility 


THE PRINCESS IS 
TRYING TO TRICK 
YOUI LOOK! 

IT’S GOT EARS// 

I DEMAND A J 
L DNA TEST/// /j 


/ H-HANG ON! 

G7 ^ WHAT’RE 

I TAKE A YOU saying, 

BETTER LOOK! HONOKA? 
THAT’S aEARLV . / 

A BROOD ' 

PARASITE!! ( 
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YOU FAILED 


WHICH IS 


f REQUIRED, BEFORE 
GOING ON AN 
OVERNIGHT 
PLUS WITH THE 
YOU DID PRINCESS/ 

SO WHILE I 
WAS GONE/ 

THIS IS HIGH 
TREASON 
AGAINST 


YOUR 
I SISTER/ 






























J I KNOW THIS i 
HAS TO BE A 
PLOT BY THE 
PRINCESS, BUT 
YOU’RE AT FAULT 
FOR GOING ALONG 
WITH EVERYTHING 


GUILTY/GUILTY/ I 
GUILTY/GUILTY/ | 


SUSPICION IS 
GROUNDS FOR 
PUNISHMENT/ IN 
OTHER WORDS, 
YOU’RE GUILTY!! 
ARE YOU 
LISTENING 
TO ME?/ A 
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i\%m to mam 


69 






















































leaving 


side Por 


rest oP 


Were 




Its only 
Pair aPfcer 
the Princess 
had you all 
fco herselp 
yesterday! 


MOM, MAy 
I 3PeNX> 
TH-e NI^H-T 

with you.? 




. 

L 
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If Not Cor- 
Nope. I getting 
/1 anything 


:/Mom, can 

_( I have a 

^ handler- 
Here ChieP? 
you are, A 

Tanpopo. fi 


Starting 
today, 
I'm never 
leaving 
your side. 



































































































































































































































Maybe you'd 
have a chance ^ 
at being together 
iP you were in a 
school so SMall gg 
it only had one %' 
s class' J 


Whaa- 

aaaaat 


That's 


What’s she 
thinking of 
doing? , 


' suddenly 
re/weMbened 
soMefching 
I gofcfca do. 
y_ Bye/ 


Ssh^Sv.asI 


KvgTvg'! 
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Actually, 

TakaMiya, 


L/eU-O'''" 80 '; 
I Haw'" 86 ! 


I bathed 
together with 
your Mother 
yesterday. 


yes. 

There was 
something I 
wanted to 
see Por 
k MyselP. / 


Wffch My 
Mom? 


/<w \;T 

surprised Me V\ 
by coMirg LI 
in here J. \ 
like that, \|i| 
Ayaha. J, I 


Are you 
lonely because 
Honoha was 
taken away 
ProM you? 


Oh, it's 
all right. 
CosAe on in! 












































































Oh... i 
Pid that 
ehoch you? 
I guess it 

> WOUld... r 


' l Mean, x 
a scar 
this big on 
someone's 
\ bach... L 


Could you 
rinse My 
bach Por 
toe, bhen? 


Bub don‘b\ 
worry, 
lb's an old 
scar, so 
ibdoesn'b, 
\ hurb. / 


What?’ 

You want 
to know More 
about it? 


There 
see toe 
bo be a 
reason 
you wanb 
bohnow... 


um... “ 

Th-That 'S right/ 
I was 

attached by 
a vicious 
chihuahua, . 
and... J 


Why, Ay aha? 
This is... 
nothing. 

























I'm eorry, 
though . 


I can't 
tell you. 











I thought 
they couldn't 
be related 
until I 
saw it. 


I Pelt 
certain op 
it then . 


But My 
scar is the 
earn as your 
Mother's. 


The saMe 
soMefching 
caused 
both 
v scars. 





















































APter she 
saw My scar, 
your Mother 
thought Por 
a bit... 


She said 
she'd call her 
and arrange 
soMething. 


Then said 
that ip I had 
to know, 

I should ask 
her Priend. 


So we 
caMe here 
to Meet this 
person 



Th-This ^. m 
isn't that 41 M 
kind o£ 
plaace! 




(f 


mf jj 




















































HMph. 

Men are 
such idiots. 



Unh... 

I'm 


sowwy, 

Auntie 

Shiori! 



Wait, was 
My "Mom's 
PriencT... 


NATSUME’S 

MOM?! 


the ones who 
had kOMachi 
SUMMOh MS 


How now? 
I know 
these 
Paces... 
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Bath-time Talk 











■ v 

^ ibi 




OOQB 

































Takamiya and the State of the Mikage Family 






























If s my 
treat 
today. 


No need 
to be 
modest, 
please 
eat up! 


GRIN 
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THIS ISN’T 


HOW 


PEOPLE 


HER... 




Why is 
my mom 
here...? 


NATSUME/ 
I KNOW 
YOU’RE 
THERE!! 
.GET OUT 
I HERE!!! „ 

























No thank you! 

I wouldn't dream 
o€ sitting at the 
same height as 
my mother! , 


Honofca 


N atsme...? 
The seat 
over there 
is open. 
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YOU 

COULD 


HIS 

SHOUL¬ 

DERS/I 


NATSUMEI 
WHAT A 
THOUGHT- 
LESS GIRL 
YOU ARE!/ 
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Could you 
please nob 
Plirb wffch 
TafcaMiya? 

A cb your age, 


Auntie . 
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- I, 




i I'm sorry 
you w ere 
unooMPort- 
able back 
V there. . 


Kagari, 
iP you don't 
want to have 
anything to 
do with her, 
I'll talk to her 
, alone later. , 


Ifc's nob 
bhab... 
































































































































































I UNDER¬ 
STAND! 
THAT 
DOESN’T 
MATTER! 


She said 
you wanted to 
know about our 
Mothers' pasts, 
and that I should , 
be the one to 
explain. 
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Since I was 
little, I heard 
this story so 
oPten that I 
got sick oP 
it... 


When My 
Mother 
was young, 
she was 
sickly and 
Prail... 


Because 
oP that, 
she stood out 
ih class and 
was ignored 
by other 
students. 


7 But in her N 
sophOMore 
year oP 
high school, 
she had a 
ciassMate who 
becaMe her 
\ Priend... , 


She N 
Managed bo 
protect My 
Mother... 
and she was 
very gratePul 
Por that. , 


Yes, it 
was Miss 
kOMachi. 


































though that 
didn't last 


Por long, 
as another 
student 
saved her. 




APter that, 
the story goes 
that My Mother 
recovered and 
became Priends 
with Miss 
KoMaohi and 
Miss Kazane. 



























like her 
purpose \h 
UPe is to 
Make Miss 
And oP KoMachi 
course, happy? 

that 
includes 
her son... 
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WHERE 


YOU 


KASUMI 


you 


SHOOK 


ME 


( 


DIDN 


you! 







































































MISS , 
M6 <4(2.15 

aoo V,: 


I know 
you're 
there... 
Show 
youreelP. 
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Honest ly... 
Those 
siblings 
were such 
deviants. 























































































I Oh. no reason! “ 
Just trying to 
banish everyone 
in your class 
other than . 
tag,, you... J 


Do you 
have any 
Prienda in 
your claes 
other than 
the Princess? 
You don't, 
right...? 


Hey, 

Honofca 
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Ponoka. 


I'm sure 
UoMachi has 
already told you 
this, but starting 
today, you and I 
will be traveling 
Por a little 
while. 


Nope. 
This is a 
special 
trip. 


And you 
need to call 
Me Master- 
No, Teacher. 


Why aM 
I going on 
a trip with 
you, Miss 
Kazane? 


Are 

Mom and 
KasuMi not 
coMing? 












































™ • 


Wait/ 

Miae 

Kazane/ 


^ ^ a , , a 



1 - 

um... 

m 

\ A- 1 - 11 - 

&-sl If/aaj 

M 166 

L i 


Hazane. 

/ c -\ 

7 Uaa \ 

k. A 

A / 

























Where 
are we 
heading? 
My Peeb 
hurt... 


And... 
you're 
not a 
teacher, 
Miss 
kazane. 


mat's 

the 

Matter? 


f y-You're \ 
walking 
really 
Past, Miss 
\ Kazane. / 


"Sensei" 
rePers to 
More than just 
teachers 
at school. 
Consider Me 
your teacher 
in the ways 
v oPUPe. , 


Uonoka... 

I thought I told you 
to call Me Teacher. 
Also, you need to 
speak politely to 
your elders. 


IP you were 
My own child, 

I could just boot you 
oPP the side op a diPP. 
But unPortunately, 
you're PoMachi's 
child, so I can't. 


I will teach 
you soMe 
lessons that 
will be very 
iMportant Por 
as long as 
you live. 


Or 

would you 
rather be 
booted...? 


you probably 
won't understand 
theM now, but 
soMe day, 
you'll know 
their Meaning. 


Good. 
We'll be 
Moving 
Past. 


WAL-K. 












i if'WITff 11 


We're 

here, l - 


AH right. 
I gueee 
bhie area 
ehouldbe 
good... 


Don't juet 
etand there, 
help Me 
out. 




etart by 
unPolding 
this... 

















Xsuppose 
that'e good 
enough. 


WVn« w - 


Umm... 

Teacher 


Are we 
going to 
camp 
here...? 


That's 

right.! 


But... 
there isn't 
anything 
here. 


Honoka, 
Komachi 
gave you 
those kanji 
workbooks, 
right? 


WHAT? 

NOW 


Ask Me 
ip there's 
anything 
you don’t 
get. 


Qet 

started 
on those. 


Yes. 

Problem 





















Brush your 
teeth and 
go to bed 
once you're 
Finished. 


Teacher, 

I'M 

hungry... 


And you, 
Teacher 


Okay, 

why don't we 
stop here. 
You did a good 
job today. 


You 

don't need 
bo worry 
about 
Me. , 


KoMachi 
gave Me 
soMe bento, 
let's eat. 
































wM 














































Uonoka! 

Wake 

up! 


[Honoka 


Teacher? 

What'e 
wrong? le 
it Morning 
x a ire,.. 


Don't Make 
a sound. 
CoMe out 
slowly. 



v . 

. .. ! 



















TEACHER! 


WHAT 
IS THAT 
?!?! 


v 















Ponoka, 
the reaeon 
I'm here is to 
exterminate this. 
Doing such jobs 
is how I make 
a living. 


You may have 
heard that I'm 
a kokeshi doll 
artisan, but 
in reality... 


YOU CAN 
EXPLAIN 
LATER, WE 
NEED TO 
RUN!! 


’ Calm down, 
you can't get 
emotional at times 
like this, you need to 
see what move your 
opponent makes 
\ and respond 

A appropriately. j 


you can get 
through any 
situation as 
long as you act 
in a calm and 
collected > 
manner. / 


Oust watch 
closely, 
your Pate 
is in your 
own... 














THE 

HELL 

D’YA 

THINK 

YOU'RE 

DOING, 

STUPID 

FUR 

BALL 

mt 













this little guy 
has Painted, Qu t 
that's an. . 

Pis liPe isn't 
in danger, 
just so you 
know! 


Kazane 


Well, once you ^ 
reach My rank, 
you don't necessarily 
have to stay calM. 
I'm setting a bad 
exaMple, though, so 
don't learn any 
lessons ProM what 
just happened, y 


















¥ tAlee 
| Hazar\e.. 
1 Who are 

1 


But... 
Por now, 
I'll tell 
you My 
goal. 


I'll explain 
gradually, 
indue 
tiMe. 


I brought you 
here so that 
you'll grow 
up to be a 
strong Man. 


you're going to 
be My helper 
Por the 
tiMe being. 


Y I'll N 
be training 
you as 
relentlessly 
as a drill 
sergeant, 
so I hope 
you're 

v ready. , 







































































































KasuMi, 
you shouldn't 
yell this 
early in the 
1 Morning. 


HONO- 

KAAAA- 

AAAAA/ 


THAT'S NOT 
WHAT YOU 
NEED TO BE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT/ 
NOT ONE 
BIT// 
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A Most Mysterious Master 












Oh yeah. 
She's been 
out since the 
entrance 
cereMony, 
right? So 
today's her 


CHATTER 

CHATTER 



































































I think her 
naMe is 
kasuMi 
TakaMiya... 
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Wow, 
so you 
have an 
older 
brother? 


T hanks Por 
Pussing 

50 Much 
over Me. 


/ 15 ^ 

your hair 
naturally 
wavy like 
^ that? >4 


lA/oiv, 
and she 
has such 
a gentle 
personality!! 


Why 

were you 
absent? 


jf She’s 11 
r immediately \ 
being invited to 
hang out with 
the in-crowd...!, 
fc Well, she is i 
Ik cute. M 


Want 
to hang 
out aPter 
v school? / 
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TAKAMIYA! 
COME OVER 
HERE AND EAT 
WITH US! 


Yeah... I 
should have 
expected 
Li that. 
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THAT MAKES 
ME EVEN 
MORE CRAZY 
ABOUT HER! 


HE SEEMS LIKE 
A NICE PERSON, 
AND I’VE NEVER 
SEEN TAKAMIYA 
SMILE LIKE THAT 
BEFORE. 


MUST BE 
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r Sh-Should N 
you have 
really Made 
the queen bees 
Mad like that, 
i TakaMiya? / 


1 Vid I do 
eowebh'mg 
v wrong? , 


N-No... 
At lea6b, 
I don't 
think 50, 
but... 


you need 
to get along 
better 
with your 
classMates. 



Well, IP you ever 
Peel soared, 
you can Peel 
Pree to di5' 
tance yourselP 
ProMMe. 


Oh yeah... 
You're 
Heh 
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LUNCH. 


It doesn't 
bother Me. 
Cheer up! 


She was 
targeted 
because she 
stood up Por 
another girl 
who was 
bullied. 


' you know, 1 

My MOM 

used to be 
bullied a long 
y tMe ago. ) 


7 I'M jUSt 
glad that 
nothing 
happened to 
your seat, 

. TanuMa. 


I need 
fco use the 
bafchrooM. 

you go j 
\ ahead. 


dont 
we head 
back to 
class. 
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but they didn't 
have any 
at all/ 


ACK! 

THE QUEEN 
BEES!! 


I thought I'd 
have to go at 
theM Pop a 
couple weeks, 
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So, 

what did 
you want 
to ask 

w MS? j 


Oh, yeah. ' 
Well, you booh 
an interest; in Me 
since you Pirsb 
caMe bo class, 
right? i 


* There's N 
nothing that 
special about 
My looks, 
grades, 
or athletic 
, skills, so... 


¥ I'd always \ 
' wondered 
why you paid 
l attention , 
A to Me... / 


Oh, 

fchafc? 
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Well, your 
hairstyle 
is just so 
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Talking About the Limited Edition 



* OAD: ORIGINAL ANIME DVD 



You 
did it. 
Ka- 
sumi 
! 


By the 
way, the 
Princess 
barely 
shows up 
at all. 



Their two voice actresses are apparently good friends in real life! 



















Afterword 

Hello, this is Mizunagi. 

Did you enjoy volume 8 

I'm hoping to pack a lot into the next 
like a shady plan by Kasumi, a 
episode, and the appearance 
old and new. 

Please look forward to it! 








CHAPTER 30: BEAST-TAMER KAZANE 






















SETTING + SECRETS 



These pages are a collection of behind-the-scenes character and story 
elements that probably won’t affect or appear in the main story, as well 
as comments by the author. If you finish reading the story and think, 

“I want to know more!” then we hope you enjoy the information here. 


Chapter 35: Takamiya and Kagari's Key 

The arc that takes place in Kagari's old home. The following notes also cover 
chapters 33 and 34. 

• Takamiya and Kagari 

Kagari says the two will be going to her home, but drops by a hot spring first. 
We can tell that she planned this in advance because she's rented the entire place 
out. When washing her hair, Kagari mentions that "It would probably be easier 
for me if you preferred it to be short." 

She might find her long hair somewhat annoying. 

She also gets depressed when Takamiya sees the scar on her stomach. 

After the hot spring, they come across Natsume on the road. She joins them and 
they head to Kagari's home. 

The key Kagari had was given to her by her younger self. The box that the key 
unlocks was hidden in a Workshop detached from Kagari's home, but it doesn't 
seem to be in use at the moment. 

The Kagari family is a clan of witches known for their research into fire magic, 
though... 

(Also, the two only come across members of the Mikage and Hio families while 
they go around the house, and don't run into anyone else.) 

Kagari successfully receives a gift from her past self when she finds the photo in 
the hidden attic. 
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• Mister Mikage 

A Workshop magician who manages the town's memories. The one to give 
Kagari the key, which leads her to return home. This is part of a promise he 
made with her in the past that said he would give it to her if Takamiya makes 
a contract with the town. The key is an important item relating to both of their 
pasts, but Mikage doesn't seem to know the meaning it holds. He was only 
given it by Kagari to hold. Says that he had planned to wait for Takamiya in the 
science lab, but that doing so became difficult, indicating that his initial plan 
might have been to give the key to him. 

• Natsume Mikage 

Entrusted by Mister Mikage with protecting Takamiya after he has to leave the 
town for a bit. She's been stalking Takamiya since Mister Mikage left in chapter 
30. 

• Piglet 

Protector of the Kagari family lawn. Originally a giant boar found by Kazane, it 
started to multiply after being left alone to roam the lawn. Kagari calls all of the 
boars "Piglet," and doesn't distinguish between individual ones. 

• Shiori Mikage 

A Workshop Witch who currently lives in the Takamiya home. Mister Mikage's 
older sister and Natsume's mother. 

• Mafuyu Hio 

A Workshop Witch who currently lives in the Takamiya home. Touko's mother 
and the Kagari family maid. Constantly being scolded by Shiori. As she isn't 
a powerful witch herself, she's very proud of Touko, who has high ability scores. 

Chapter 36: Takamiya and the Meeting with Kagari 

Takamiya and Kagari's past. 

• Takamiya and Kagari 

A story from when the two were young. This is told from Kagari's point of view, 
so Takamiya looks like a shadow. 

She doesn't really understand the situation she's been put in, so she's shown the 
way by Takamiya. 
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We can tell by his words that he knows many things she doesn't. 

• Shiori Mikage 

Assigned to protect the Kagari family. Uses a gigantic Joro spider as her famil¬ 
iar. 

Has a circle placed that reacts to any magic, as her main job is to protect the 
Kagari family from witches. 

However, non-witch intmders are outside her limits. 

Also, the master and servant contract between a Witch and a Joro spider causes 
cursed seals to appear on the palms of both hands of the master. As Shiori gave 
birth to Natsume after making the contract, the curse is passed down to even the 
non-contracted Natsume, which causes her to have to wear gloves at all times 
like her mother. Natsume doesn't have the power to control spiders. 

Chapter 37: Takamiya and Mom's Old Scar 

A chapter about Mom's old scar. 

• Takamiya and Kagari 

After seeing Komachi's scar, Kagari realizes that it's the same as hers. In order to 
find out why, the two meet Komachi's friend. 

• Kasumi 

Believes that the burden of proof is on the accused. Komachi seems to honestly 
believe that she might have raised her wrong. 

Seems to have started on some sort of plan in order to be put in the same class as 
her brother (?). 

• Furry-ear 

Feeling down, so she doesn't act up. Little does she know that this is only the 
beginning of the tragedy that's about to occur. 

• Tanuma 

Glad that Kasumi feels better after giving her advice, but starts to worry once 
she gets home and heads to bed that she might have actually said something 
terrible. 

But Kasumi is the same as always the next day, so she stops worrying, assuming 
that Kasumi forgot all about it after a night's sleep, and forgets about it herself. 
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• Komachi 

Her old scar seems to be a secret she won't tell anyone about. 

• Shiori Mikage 

A much bigger spender than eater. 

• Touko 

Ever the working student. Today, she's working at the kigurumi cafe NIRVANA. 
It's a bit of an intense store, where even customers will sometimes show up in 
kigurumi or cosplay costumes. The two men that Shiori drives off are dressed 
up as a horse and a deer. 

Chapter 38: Takamiya and the State of the Mikage Family 

The Deeds of the Mikage Family 

• Kagari 

Increases the size of her underground room without permission in order to 
create a room dedicated to Takamiya. Of course, by "dedicated," she means 
that it's there in order to protect him, something that requires him to be under 
constant supervision so that he doesn't fall into harm's way, a task she takes very 
seriously. Naturally, she keeps these activities a secret so that he doesn't notice. 
Those who act noble cannot allow others to see their efforts. Lately, she's made 
so many stuffed Takamiyas that her room is getting packed. She's considering 
further expansion, but any more and the house might start to tilt, so she's being 
very prudent about it. 

• Shiori Mikage 

Used to have a very feeble constitution. She was also excluded and bullied at 
school because one of her classmates once saw her hand (she had already made 
a contract with the spider at this time, which she tells Natsume she did because 
she was weak). She becomes friends with Komachi and Kazane, who help her 
during this time, and becomes particularly devoted to Komachi then. However, 
she doesn't seem to meet either of them very often these days, nor does she have 
much contact with them (As an aside, Komachi and Kazane also grew distant 
after Takamiya's accident in the past, and only start to meet again after Kagari 
came to Komachi's home). Shiori is a witch who specializes in brainwashing. 
She uses Mafuyu to brainwash her younger brother Kyoichiro and attempts to 
use Spartan training methods to raise her daughter to be Takamiya (Komachi's 
son)'s wife. 
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• Natsume Mikage 

Her uncle Kyoichiro was her one respite from the daily Spartan routine she had 
to face at home. 

She was able to overcome her mother's harsh scolding thanks to him, and feels 
very grateful as a result. 

Her life goal is to turn her uncle back into an honest man. 

• Mister Mikage 

Becomes distrustful of women because of his older sister, and is made to see 
Takamiya as prince charming on a white horse. 

Many other "warped interests" have been implanted into him as well. 

Shiori sees him as her closest and most fitting test subject. 

Chapter 39 omitted for space reasons 
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